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The trend of drier and warmer conditions prevailed across Alabama for the month of November, marking 
the fifth consecutive month in this pattern. The state experienced 1.26 inches less rainfall than normal, 
totaling 2.59 inches. Statewide temperatures were 1.2°F warmer than the long-term average of 53.5°F.

November typically signals the transition from the drier fall season to the wetter winter pattern in 
Alabama. This shift toward a wetter pattern was particularly noticeable in the southern half of the state 
around mid-November, providing significant relief to the ongoing drought. While the northern half 
received some rain, it wasn’t as substantial as the precipitation in the south. The driest area for November 
was in the northern half of the state at the COOP Oneonta station, recording 0.76 inches of rainfall with 
no missing observations. It’s worth noting that three other stations (Gadsden Municipal Airport, Hodges 
Farm, and Cullman-NAHRC) recorded even less rainfall without missing observations; however, these 
observations appear to be in error based on rainfall measurements by nearby stations. In contrast, the 
wettest area was in the southern half of the state at the CoCoRaHS Grove Hill 6.1 SW station, recording 
7.92 inches of rainfall.

Typically, when a fall month in Alabama is drier than normal, it tends to be cooler than normal due to 
the lack of warm tropical moisture. This, however, wasn’t the case this November, as the state was 1.2°F 
warmer than normal. The Open Pond RAWS station in Conecuh National Forest and the Livingston-UWA 
station recorded the hottest spot of the month at 85°F on the 8th. In contrast, a RAWS station in DeSoto 
State Park recorded the coldest spot of the month at 16°F during a late-month cold snap. On the topic of 
cold temperatures, many areas throughout Alabama experienced their first freeze (29°F-32°F) and hard 
freeze (28°F or lower) of the season, aligning approximately with normal freeze/hard freeze dates. The 
only exceptions were certain areas along the Gulf Coast in Mobile and Baldwin counties.

November wraps up the main growing season in Alabama. By the end of November, most major crops 
across the state have been harvested, according to the USDA crop progress report. The wet weather 
toward the end of the month slowed the last of the harvest, with cotton and peanuts wrapping up at 
91% and 96% harvested, respectively. The welcomed rainfall also improved soil moisture conditions that 
allowed many farmers to plant their winter crops. Winter wheat is estimated to be nearly 90% planted, 
with nearly half now emerging. The fall drought was still seeing impacts in livestock and pastures.

With the conclusion of climatological fall (September, October, and November), let’s look back at how 
Alabama fared this fall. Statewide, this fall was the 32nd warmest on record, with an average temperature 
of 65.3°F, which is 1.3°F warmer than normal. Precipitation-wise, this fall was the 15th driest fall on record, 
with 6.09 inches of precipitation, which is 4.37 inches drier than normal. It’s worth noting that this fall 
experienced a rapid emergence of drought, often defined as a “flash drought”, which has persisted until 
recently thanks to beneficial rainfall and cooler temperatures. Huntsville set a notable record this fall, 
marking its driest fall season on record with a mere 3.65 inches of rainfall, 7.65 inches drier than normal. 
While not a record but noteworthy, Birmingham recorded its 4th driest fall on record with 3.16 inches of 



rainfall, 8.41 inches drier than normal, ranking behind only 1924 (2.51 inches), 1897 (2.55 inches), and 2016 
(2.75 inches).
 
 
Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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DROUGHT MONITOR LAWN AND GARDEN
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NEW ALABAMA CLIMATE RECORDS
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